Marsh 15* 1940 



Miss Helen lay 

Research Department 

Friday, las*# 114 S* 32 at* St* 

Sew York City* N*Y, 

Dear lies lay* 

Per acra# unaco mints bi© reason your special delivery letter 
didn’t reach me until this morning* Consequently* I haven’t 
been able to get yon as much information as 1 wools have liked 
to* 

Snelosed are the letters between A.G, Jackson and Senator goals* 
two phtotgr&phs tbs Senator and other items . Morris was 
not around today so I couldn’t get a statement* 1 was assured 
by his secretary that the old boy wouldn’t make an exclusive 
statement even If he had been in his office* Tomorrow i 
will go through the Congress iorrnl Record and will send you 
copies of statements on the FBI that he has already made* 

I promised to return the photographs * and I’d appreciate- it 
if you return them whenever you have finished with them* The 
signet picture was made by a prominent vienea* who beat Hitler 
to the border is* by a few hours* 

The Initial attach on the FBI was made by Vito Mareantonio 
immediately after J. Sdger Hoover presented the testimony 
an excerpt from which is enclosed before the House of Repres enta tlves 
Appropriations subcommittee* lie seat you a copy of his speech 
last night and you can get the date fro® that* At approximately 
the same time there were some rumor® floating around, about 
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job and Hoovent e»s a lawyer In the iap^te#m%* M) noon 
■ there after devoted his .full time to Ills antilabor detective 
agency and Hoover succeeded kin* 

wheeler is credited with the ©lory of a special flit soot ion 
within the fi FBI where dueler©- on members of both homses of 
Congress are kept* this story seen® rawer to hare been proved 
or disproved* ■ It came up again yesterday when the attorney 
General held his largest and longest press conference { more 
than 50 correspondents oral nor® than 3/t of an hour 5 • when 
asked " You haw undoubtedly heard rumors that J, Edgar 
Hoover has dossiers on members of Congress and others " by a 
newspaperman who was Interested in the pros pee ts of a Congressional 
investigation Jackson replied "If you have any evidence of 
^^emeh a thing as that you bring it to me and I will set* Ho 

has brought any flush evidence to ay attention*** Unofficially, 
Jackson's friends and ass ©elates say that if any "brutality** 
or "dirty work" by FBI agents were brought to his attention 
there ir no doubt that he would take definite and immediate 
action* today I spoke to one of the men within the Depart- 
ment who is closest to Jackson and he confirmed this and 
added that in the absence of a really substantial* factual 
ease against Hoover and his men Jackson should be expected 
to stand behind his subordinate* Hoover* 

It was a yesterday’s press conference that Jaokson announced 
the investigation of the FpI conduct in the Detroit cases* 

Henry Sahwelnhaut, ho is to conduct the investigation* will 
report only to Jackson* who will make the report public* While 




i*@ statement has been mad® about 1 ;he nature or scope or this 
investigation, '1$ is pretty mklK that SmlnvmMtmmt will 
study all the files and complaints and . pars onally Interview 
persons with a direct knowledge of what happened. 

Schwa ihfaaut 1 b a f oraer lawra professor in the Washington 
College of Law* He 1 b a native of the District of Columbia* 
la 1937 he had much to -do with the prosecution aid conviction 
of an Arkansas constable named Heather for Peonage* in 193® 
he partioipated in the Harlan jfotiepiraey ease in which 62 
Harlan County coal operators and their deputy sheriffs were 
tried for conspiracy to violate the national Labor Relations 
let* The jury was hung aid the case was dropped after the coal 
operators signed a. union contract aid after 6 of the deputies 
were murdered by other deputies* Frank Murphey appointed hi® 
to head the civil liberties section of the D.J., which ffl& 
Murphey established* This section is within the Criminal 
Division, .of which 0, d'etat Rogge Is the Assistant Attorney 
General, In charge* 

Re* wire tapping, any FBI wire tapping is, presuaeably, 
pars want tolns truest tons from the Director of the Bureau, 
Hoover, because of a regulation adopted in 1931* Between 
192® and 1931 there was no wire tapping by the FBI if the 
Department *« regulations were fallowed* The Communications 
Act, passed in 1934, prohibits the “ interception or dlvulgence 
of information obtained lay wire tappinm, Supreme Court 

ha® held that evidence so obt aimed W not be used. The 




tit® stenographi© importing of hearings and the transportatli 
of investigators* Ail other expenses mm b® bom® by th® 
exeouttve Wmmhm of th e eoreramt and, in the event that 
Glutton passes* whieh seems probable* this would 
undoubtedly h ®ppe% as it did in the eas ©of the senate 
Gtvll Liberties Committee, Xtwji&entaiiyj the Senate Oivll 
Liberties Committee "has the legal authority to investigate 
not only wire tapping* but the FBI* but it wont* 



Late last night I wrote Cameron MeKenai# that I would send 








